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EDUCATION: Northern Illinois University:  DeKalb, IL, Aug. 1996.  EdD in Literacy 

   Education. Cognate: Children’s/Adolescent Literature.  GPA 3.89/4.0. 

 

   Northern Illinois University:  DeKalb, IL, Aug. 1992. MEd in 

   Reading. GPA 3.85/4.0. 

 

   Judson College:  Elgin, IL, May 1987, 1989. BA in Human Relations/ 

   Psychology, Certification in Elementary Education/Language Arts. GPA 3.6/4.0. 

 

   Illinois Certification:  K-9/ Reading, Language Arts, Social Studies; 

   6-12/ English, Reading.  Certified Reading Specialist K-12. 

 

WORK Professor of Education:  Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL, 2020 – Current.   

EXPERIENCE: Responsible for teaching undergraduate courses in reading methods and literacy 

assessment as well as senior seminar. Additional duties include assisting students 

with edTPA, supervising students during practicum and student teaching 

placements, and advising. 

 

Assistant Dean and Professor of Practice:  University of the Pacific, Stockton,  

 CA, 2019 – 2020 Academic Year. Responsible for academic program 

development, operations, budget, staffing, student recruitment and support, state 

and national compliance, assessment and accreditation, and course delivery for 

undergraduate/graduate educator preparation programs and programs in school 

counseling. Serving as a member of the Dean’s Council which has been tasked 

with “re-imagining” the School of Education. 

         

Chair of Graduate Programs in Literacy Education:  Judson University,  

Elgin, IL, 2014 – 2019. Founder and Co-Director of Doctoral Program in  

Literacy Education serving a population of approximately 36 doctoral candidates  

annually as well as founder and Director of the Masters Program in Literacy  

Education. Responsible for faculty oversight, marketing, recruitment, and budget  

as well as teaching graduate courses in both programs.  
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Tenured Professor of Literacy Education:  Judson University, Elgin, IL, 2010 

– 2019. 

 

Professor of Literacy Education:  Judson University, Elgin, IL, 2009 

– 2019.  Promotion in rank.  Founder and Director, Master of Education in 

Literacy Program which opened in 2008. Administrative responsibilities include 

recruitment, budget management, advertising and marketing, chairing advisory 

council and teaching graduate courses in evaluation of children’s literature and 

reaching reluctant readers and writers.  

 

Associate Professor of Education:  Judson University, Elgin, IL, 2004 

to 2008.  Taught undergraduate courses in reading and social studies methods as 

well as in children’s and adolescent literature.  Advised undergraduate students 

and supervised practicum and student teaching placements. 

 

International Literacy Consultant:  Self-employed, 2002 to present.  Provide 

staff development to teachers and administrators in school districts both inside 

and outside of the  U.S on a variety of topics including:  Literacy Engagement, 

Literacy Climate, Literacy Leadership, Reading Aloud, Comprehension of 

Expository Text, Written Composition, and Children’s/Young Adult Literature.  

 

Author-in-Residence/Visiting Author:  Self-employed, 2002 to present.  

Provide writing workshops, roundtable book discussions, and/or informational 

assemblies to school-aged children in grades PreK-12 in public and private 

schools both inside and outside of the U.S.  

  

College Instructor:  Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL, Annually, 2003 – 2004.  

Taught undergraduate course in adolescent literature for the Department of 

English.  Developed course proprosal, outline, and syllabus and accepted position 

on a recurring basis. 

 

College Instructor:  Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL Aug. 2002 – Dec. 2002.  

Instructed undergraduate students in the course Reading and Writing Across the 

Curriculum in the Middle Grades for the Department of Education.   

 

University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, Aug. 2002 – 

Dec. 2002/June 2000 – July 2001/June 1997 –  Aug. 1997.  Instructed graduate 

students in an advanced course in the evaluation of children's literature grades K-

12.  Developed new course outline. 

 

College Instructor:  Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL, Annually, 1999 – 2004.  

Taught undergraduate course in children's literature for the Department of 

English.  Developed new course syllabus and accepted position on a recurring 

basis. 

 

Classroom Teacher:  Butler Jr. High School, Oak Brook, IL, Aug. 1996 – 2002.  

Responsible for language arts education with a reading/literature emphasis for 

students in grades six, seven, and eight.  Assisted in  the design of an innovative 

rotational program for junior high students to provide additional support and 



specialization in the areas of written composition, grammar/vocabulary, 

research/public speaking, and reading/literary analysis. 

 

University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, Sept. 

2001 –  Dec. 2001.  Instructed graduate students in an advanced course in 

teaching reading in the secondary school setting.  Developed new course outline. 

 

College Instructor:  Judson College, Elgin, IL, Jan. 2001 – Apr. 2001. 

Instructed undergraduate students with an emphasis in secondary education 

In the methods of disciplinary literacy in the secondary setting.  Developed new 

course outline and syllabus and accepted the position on a recurring basis. 

 

University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, Sept. 2000 – 

Dec. 2000/Aug.1996 – Dec. 1996.  Instructed graduate students in an advanced 

course in the methods of teaching language arts.  Guided students in the research 

and writing of an extensive review of the literature related to a self-selected area 

of the language arts.  Introduced students to the process of preparing written 

reviews of newly published language arts resources, and aided students in 

submitting a piece of prose/poetry with a language arts emphasis to an educational 

journal. 

 

University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, March 2001 – 

June 2001/June 1999 –  August 1999/June 1998 – July 1998.  Developed 

workshop-designed course for graduate students covering critical elements of 

disciplinary literacy in middle and high school settings.  

  

   College Instructor:  Judson College, Elgin, IL, Jan. 1999 – May 1999. 

   Instructed undergraduate students majoring in education in an elementary 

   reading methods course. 

 

University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, Jan.  

1998 –  May 1998/Jan. 1997 – May 1997/Aug. 1994 –  May 1995.  Taught 

introductory course in children's literature for undergraduate students in the 

elementary education program.  Covered genres and literature appropriate to 

grades K-9. Developed a new course outline with an emphasis on practical 

application for the classroom teacher. 

 

   University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, Aug. 

   1995 – Dec. 1995/Aug. 1997 – Dec. 1997.  Instructed graduate students in   

diagnostic reading procedures and corresponding corrective instruction.   

 

   University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, June   

   1997 – Aug. 1997/Jan. 1996 – May 1996.  Instructed graduate students in   

   an advanced course in the methods of teaching social studies.  Heavy   

   emphasis was placed on curriculum design, assessment, and integration of   

   literature into the social studies program. 

 

   Classroom Teacher:  Brook Forest Elementary School, Oak Brook, IL, 

   Aug. 1990 – July 1996.  Responsible for instruction and management of a  



fifth-grade, self-contained classroom.  Implemented new curriculum design, 

inserviced staff, created new programs, chaired reading/language arts committee 

for the district.  (Vacated position to gain increased experience) 

 

   University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, June  

   1996 – Aug. 1996.  Supervised graduate students in an advanced practicum  

   in the clinical diagnosis of reading difficulties.  Assisted in the development 

   of assessment plans for students referred to the reading clinic, supervised 

   diagnostic sessions, aided in the preparation of formal case study    

   evaluations prepared for both home and school. 

 

   University Instructor:  Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL, Jan.  

   1993 – May 1993.  Provided instruction to undergraduates in the second 

   of a series of required courses in reading methodology.  Designed new 

   course outline under guidance of department chair.  

 

   University Instructor:  National-Louis University, Lombard, IL, Sept. 

   1992 – Dec. 1992.  Instructed a course in social studies methodology to 

   students in a master's degree program.  Created new syllabus, advised 

   students and worked collaboratively with department heads. 

 

   Classroom Teacher:  Perry Elementary School, Carpentersville, IL, Aug. 

   1989 – July 1990.  Provided instruction to students in a fifth-grade, self- 

   contained classroom setting.  Worked as part of an established team to 

   meet educational and emotional needs of children from a wide variety of  

   backgrounds.   

 

Counselor:  St. Joseph’s Hospital, Elgin, IL, June 1987 – July 1991.  Provided 

1:1 counseling and group therapy to adults on a specialized inpatient psychiatric 

treatment center for highly successful career-oriented adults.  Worked as part of 

an established collaborative team of doctors, nurses, counselors, and social 

workers to meet patients’ needs and reintegrate them back into their families and 

the workforce.   
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            *Keynote Speaker – Nevada Reading Week Project, NV – 2004 

            *Keynote Speaker – British Columbia IRA Conference, BC – 2003 

Featured Speaker/Author – Florida State Reading Conf., FL – 2003 

Featured Author – IRA National Conf., FL – 2003 

          *Keynote Speaker – Tennessee Reading Assn. Conf., TN – 2003 

          *Keynote Speaker – Louisiana State Reading Conf., LA – 2003 
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          *Keynote Speaker – Alaska State Literacy Association Conf., AK – 2003 
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Featured Speaker/Author – Wyoming State Reading Conf., WY – 2003 
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            *Keynote Speaker – IRA Leadership Training Seminar, UT – 2002 
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Featured Speaker/Author – Arkansas State Reading Conf., AR – 2002 



   Featured Speaker/Author – Tennessee State Reading Conf., TN – 2002 

   Featured Speaker/Author – Mid-South Literacy Conference., AL – 2002 
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          *Keynote Speaker – MTA Conf. for Pre-Service Teachers, MA – 2002 

Featured Speaker/Author – Indiana State Reading Conf., IN – 2002 

Featured Speaker/Author – IRA Plains Regional Conf., KS – 2002 

 Presenter - IRA National Conference, CA – 2002, [1995, 1994]                

Featured Speaker/Author – IRC State Conf., IL – 2002, 2001, 2000 

          *Keynote Speaker – CUSD #200 Literacy Festival,  Wheaton, IL – 2002 

   Featured Speaker – Illinois School Library Media Assoc. Conf.  – 2002 

Featured Speaker – Chicago Public Schools, All-City Conf. – 2002 

   Featured Speaker – West Suburban Reading Council, Hillside, IL – 2002 

   Featured Speaker – Lake Area Reading Council, Barrington, IL – 2002 

   Featured Speaker – Quincy Leadership Conference, Quincy, IL – 2002 

Featured Speaker/Author – NCTE National Conf., MD - 2001 

   Featured Speaker/Author – IRA Great Lakes Regional Conf., OH – 2001 

   Featured Speaker/Author – IRA Plains Regional Conf., SD – 2001 

Featured Speaker/Author – Lewis/Clark Reading Council – 2001 

Featured Speaker/Author – South Suburban Reading Council – 2001 

Guest Author – Lowell Elementary School, Wheaton, IL - 2001 

Presenter – IRA Plains Regional Reading Conference – 2000 

Featured Speaker/Author – Fox Valley Reading Council – 2000 

 Featured Speaker/Author – Starved Rock Reading Council – 2000 

 Featured Speaker/Author – Sauk Valley Reading Council - 2000 

Presenter - Northern Illinois Reading Council Summer Conference - 1999  

   Featured Speaker/Author - IL Reading Council State Conference -1999 

   Keynote Speaker - Will County Teacher Institute Day, 1999 

   Guest Author - Authors' Festival, Carol Stream, IL - 1999  

   Guest Author - Anne Jeans School, Hinsdale, IL - 1999 

   Guest Author - Pritchett Elementary School, Buffalo Grove,IL - 1999 

   Guest Author - Family Reading Night, St.Charles Public Library - 1998 

   Presenter - NIRC Fall Conference - 1998 

   Presenter - NIRC/NIU Summer Reading Conference - 1993 

   Presenter - Concordia University Reading Conference – 1993, 1991 

   Trainer of Trainers - Illinois Reading Council State Conference – 1992 
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   Why God Made Reading Teachers/School Librarians 
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HONORS:   T is for Teachers:  A School Alphabet. 

2003-2004 Texas Lone Star List of Top 20 Books for Teens for 

    This Side of Paradise.   

2003 IRA Young Adult Choices Award for top 30 books for  

    young adults in the U.S. for This Side of Paradise. 

   2002 IRA Children’s Choice Honor for Top 100 New Picture Books 

    voted on by children in the U.S. for The Teachers’ Night Before 

    Christmas. 

2002-2003 Indiana Library Federation Read Aloud Books Too Good  

To Miss for High School Students for This Side of Paradise 

   2001-2002 Missouri Library Association Best of the Best for Young 

    Adults for This Side of Paradise 

2001 Hal Clement Award for Best New Science Fiction Novel for Teens 

    in the U.S. for This Side of Paradise. 

Bestseller Status for Life’s Literacy Lessons: Poems for Teachers,  

The Teachers’ Night Before Christmas, Love the Baby, My Brother Dan’s 

Delicious, and This Side of Paradise.  

 

CHURCH, CIVIC, 2019-curr.   Member, Step-It-Up Ministry, First Baptist Church, Elgin, IL 

COMMUNITY, & 2017-2018  Member, Program Review Committee, International Literacy 

PROFESSIONAL  Association Annual Conference  

SERVICE:  2014-2015  Member, Brand Ambassador Committee, International Literacy  

    Association  

2013-2018 Member, Editorial Review Board, Literacy Research &  

Instruction 

2011-2014  Member, Board of Directors, International Reading  

Association 

2010-2014 Member, Editorial Review Brd, Illinois Rdg. Council Jrnl. 

2009-2011  Chair, Poetry and Prose Award Committee, International  

Reading Association  

2006-2008  Member, Poetry and Prose Award Committee, International  

Reading Association 

2005-2006 President, Illinois Reading Council 

 2004-2005 President-Elect, Illinois Reading Council 

 2004-2012 Member, FBC Kids’ Ministry, First Baptist Church, Elgin, IL 



2003-2004 Vice President, Illinois Reading Council 

 2003-2004 Evaluator, Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award  

2001-2002 Evaluator, Rebecca Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award 

2000-2002 Member of Board of Directors, Literacy Volunteers of 

  of America, Fox Valley Affiliate  

   2000-present Member of IRC Reading Educator of the Year Committee 

1999-00 Co-President of Northern Illinois Reading Council 

   1998-00 Member of IRC Publications Committee 

   1998-99 Volunteer for Literacy Project F.I.R.S.T. at Elgin Crisis Shelter 

1997-99 Director of fifty-five voice touring jr./sr. high youth choir,     

 First Baptist Church, Elgin, Illinois 

   1997-1998 President, Alpha Delta Chapter, Alpha Upsilon Alpha 

    Honorary Society of the International Reading Association 

1996-00 Coach of JV Girls’ Volleyball Team, Butler Jr. High   

   1996-1997 Vice President, Alpha Delta Chapter, Alpha Upsilon Alpha 

    Honorary Society of the International Reading Association 

   1988-2003 Member, Worship Team, First Baptist Church, Elgin, IL 

1988-91 Director of fifty-five voice touring jr./sr. high youth choir,     

 First Baptist Church, Elgin, Illinois 

 

REFERENCES: Dr. Will Friesen / wjkfriesen@gmail.com / 330-904-8405 

   Former Provost (retired) at Judson University 

 

   Mrs. Marcie Craig Post / mpost@reading.org / 302-757-9358 

   Executive Director of the International Literacy Association 

 

Ms. Laura Schmidt / Laura.Schmidt@wheaton.edu / 630/407-0311 

Former Student / Archivist at Marion E. Wade Center, Wheaton College 

 

Dr. Jerry B. Cain / 1108jbc@gmail.com / 847-857-0374 

   Former President and Current Chancellor of Judson University 

 

Dr. Joy Towner / jtowner@judsonU.edu / 847-533-9526 

   Chair, Division of Education at Judson University 

    

Dr. Andrew Brulle / Andrew.Brulle@wheaton.edu / 815/762-0806 

   Former Dept. Chair of Education (retired) Wheaton College 

 

Dr. Valerie Cawley / vcawley@JudsonU.edu / 630-567-1303 

   Faculty Colleague at Judson University 

 

Rev. Greg Huguley / ghuguley@fbcelgin.com / 847-977-9964 

   Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church, Elgin, IL 

 

   Dr. Kristy Piebenga / kristy.piebenga@judsonU.edu / 847-650-3768 

   Director, Master of Ed. in Literacy Program at Judson University 

 

   Dr. Megan Truax / mtruax@sd308.org / 847-660-0026 

   Faculty Colleague and Former Student at Judson University 
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